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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that Mount Wachusett Community College will receive a federal                education grant of $237,678. The grant, awarded by the "Talent Search"                program, will assist 600 students over a four-year period.              

"Education is one of the most important tools we can provide our                youth with," Olver said.&nbsp; "I am proud to have supported this                program from day one, and I am honored to aid first-generation college                students by gaining federal support to foster their efforts."              

The funding, awarded under the Department of Education's TRIO/Talent                Search Program, is designed to help colleges and universities provide                academic, career, and financial counseling to it's participants                and encourages them to graduate from high school and continue on                to the postsecondary school of their choice. Talent Search also                serves high school dropouts by encouraging them to reenter the education                system and complete their education.              

Olver worked closely with the Department of Education to secure                this grant by advocating on behalf of Mount Wachusett Community                College.             
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